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This story and, uh, this one, uh, this, this
Watergate thing is potentially very
debilitating around. but we have to devote
a large part of our time to keeping people
busy in, uh

| know.
affirmative kinds of (unintelligible)

(Unintelligible) because it involves people
we know.

Yeah.

It involves, frankly, people who don't
(unintelligible) guilty. This and that.

Yeah.

And, and, also for, you, you don't want
anybody guilty, or, it isn't the question.
We know that everybody in this thing did it
what ever they did with the best of

intention. That's the sad thing about it.
Sur e.

| told themall this norning, | don't want
peopl e on the staff to divide up and say,

"Well, it's this guy that did it, or this
guy that did it,” or th-th-th-th

Yeah.

The point is what's done is done. Do the
very best we can, and cut our | osses and so
forth, best you could ever do.

Did he talk to you about this, uh, this
thing, uh, uh... Commission ... Conm ssion
t hi ng?
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No, uh, I, uh, | (unintelligible) I, I don't
know what you can do. | don't think,
t hough, | don't think that I, even though

it'"s noving along, that story and so forth.

| don't believe, that | should go out on
national television |ike tonight or tonorrow
and go out on the Watergate Comm ssion and
then come on the next day on nati onal
television on Vietnam | don't |ike the
feeling of that. |, uh, I, I don't think
you get it ready by that time? My view would
be to, get the Vietnamout of the way, and
maybe get this right if you could. | think
t hat gives you tine.

The, the, the picture of the Congress having
an inquiry going on..

Yeah.

...and the Grand Jury having an inquiry
going on in the Judicial branch..

Ri ght .

...1t seens to ne give s you, ah, ah,
openi ng, thinking about it after a while..

Step in.

...and say well, step in and say there
doesn't seemto be anybody except ne in the
position to resolve this. | have tal ked

with the, ah, ah, Chief Justice of the
United States and | have tal ked with Senator
Ervin and Senat or Baker-and, uh, |, uh, uh,
after that consultation, uh, have proposed
this, uh, three branch, uh,...

el | .
...board of inquiry.

To start wth the proposition of Ervin and
Baker, where you don't cone across right
there at the begi nning on whether you can
get the three nen. |'mnot sure you can get
the three branch, John.



MARCH 27, 1973 FROM 11:10 AM TO 1:30 P. M

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, I'"'mnot sure you could get it either.
It, it, ah--

PRESI DENT: But, but, just suppose you couldn't. Then
still think that it is good, possibly a good

i dea | nean, ah, but we ve got to have
sonebody ot her than me that could broker it.
The probl emyou' ve got, to recogni ze, you
see, is that Haldeman. can't you can't, Dean
can't Mainly because, you possibly could,
but it's, it's also that | don't want to put

out t he whol e White House. You're the
only One who could do it.

EHRLI CHVAN: The, ah--

PRESI DENT: | have to do, this is why I told you

(unintelligible), but I mght have to use
Rogers on the Job to be the broker.

EHRLI CHVAN: Fi ne.

PRESI DENT: Uh, he d be good, uh (unintelligible). I
don't know whet her you could get a—

(Knocki ng on door)

PRESI DENT: Come in. Oh, hi. How are you?

ZI EGLER: Thought we'd just check, in.

PRESI DENT: Sure, sure. R ght.

ZI EGLER: The reason...

PRESI DENT In position, righ—

Zl EGLER: ...we have, uh, the, uh, patient
rehabilitation veto today and the uh, uh, we
hope it's a return shipnment to Thieu in
South Vietnam preparations, uh, that, uh--

PRESI DENT: Ri ght .

ZI EGLER: Descri bi ng.
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Ri ght .

(Unintel ligible)

Ri ght .

Then tonorrow we shoul d, uh, send statistics
and so forth. Uh, | talked to, uh, Dean and

to Moore this norning in terns of whether or
not we say anything (unintelligible)

Ri ght, right.

The Grand Jury's stuff, and, uh, Dean's
feeling is that we should not today.

That is ny feeling.

And, uh, Moore's feeling is that we should
not today, and | concur in that
(unintelligible).

Yeah. M view is today, unless you've got
sonmet hing nore to say...
That's right.

..l would sinmply say | have nothing to add
to what they said yesterday.

That's right.

I, I think that would be better
(unintelligible).

The, uh--

Just get Qut there and act |ike your usual
cocky, confident self.

Then the, uh, if, if |I amasked a question
about whet her or not, uh, Dean woul d appear
before the Gand Jury, if |I'm asked that
question...

Yeah. lt's, uh—

... how should I handle that?
(Unintelligible). I could -- two options:
One woul d be to say that, uh
(unintelligible); the other would be,
(unintelligble)
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(Unintelligible) I'"mjust saying, uh, what
if this charge is wong (unintelligible) the
charge. Well, if you say (unintelligible)
perm ssion (unintelligible). Wat do you

t hi nk, John?

You tell him

Vell it's easier to get out of, because
it's, that."s not a matter (unintelligible),
this, this point (unintelligible).

| "minclined to think, (unintelligible), I'm
inclined to think that today ny best
position is just to say that, that this was

di scussed yesterday, uh, 1've said all al ong
(unintelligible).

Yeah.

W are willing to cooperate (unintelligible)

Don't you think that we ve indicated
cooper at i on.

(Unintelligible).

And when we see the formof the, the form of
the request, or whatever it is--

These matters nmust proceed, this matter mnust
proceed in an orderly and judici ous manner
and, uh, I'mnot going to get up here, uh,
on the podium- and listen to that.

Ri ght .

The other, the other thing you mght do is
say you know a fellow |like John Dean is in a
very tough spot when sonebody | evels an
accusation against him uh, he's really in

t he poorest position to defend hinself of
anybody in the governnent.

(Privileged material del eted)
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Uh, uh, | don't know whether it would, uh,
whet her it would add anything, really, from
our standpoint to say this but the point is
here, that the poor guy is under disability
to step out and defend hinsel f because of
his position. Because he is Counsel to the
President, and that in a, in a way...

| know.

...inhibits him from stepping
(unintelligible).

| wonder if it is very difficult for John or
for Ron to get into that?

Vll, but it is in the setting of, would he
appear before a Grand Jury? Uh--

That 's the thing Wy don't we, why don't we
just say,"Well, that's, that's the matter,
that, that, that, this is a matter that is
not before us.” W should point out that,
uh, that, uh, uh, that, uh, he, he, he, is
Counsel to the President, uh Counsel, uh, to
the, to the Wite House, uh, counsel to the
uh, he's the Wite House Counsel, uh, to uh,
uh, uh, and, and, therefore, uh, the, his,
hi s appearance before any political group,
therefore, uh, is, is on a different basis
from anybody el se, which is basically what
|, you know, when | flatly said Dean woul d
not appear but that others would. You know,
I, I, I did say that, of course he--

It was on a, it was on a different basis.
At the sane tine..
the sane tinme he...

.a man, uh, in, in any position ought to be
gi ven a chance to, uh, defend hinself...

Yeah.
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agai nst groundl ess char ges.

That's it. M., M. Dean certainly wants
the opportunity to defend hinsel f agai nst

t hese charges. He would wel cone the
opportunity, welconme, would wel conme the
opportunity and what we have to do is to
work out a procedure which will allow himto
do so consistent with his unique position of
bei ng not just a nmenber of the President's
staff, but also the Counsel. That is a:

| awyer, Counsel, uh, not, not |awer, but,
the responsibility of the Counsel for
confidential.

Coul d you apply that -- to the Gand Jury?
Yeah, Yeah.

The Grand Jury is one of those occasions
where a man in his situation can defend
hi msel f.

Yeah.
Cl earing hinself.

Yeah, yes. The Grand Jury, uh, that, well,
actually, if called, ook we' re not going to
refuse to, for anybody called before the
Grand Jury to go, are we, John?

can't imagine it.

No, well, he was called, uh, he was call ed,
he will be, he will be cooperati ve,
consistent with his, uh, responsibilities as
Counsel. How do we say that?

That lie will be cooperative.
He'll fully cooperate.

You better check that with Dean. | know
he's got certain msgivings on this.

He did this norning.
Yeah. Well, then, don't say that.
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VWell, uh, uh, uh, I think you could pose the
dil enma wit hout ...

Yeah.
...saying flatly what you re going to do.

Yeah. W, uh, but nmaybe you just don't want
to (unintelligible). You better not, you
better not try to break into it, John.

You get into posing the dil emra.
Then you' re gonna, you're gonna break into

questions. 1'd sinply, I'd stonewall them
t oday.

| think so.

That is not before us at this tinme, uh, but
| et me enphasize, he will coop--as the

President has indicated, there will be

conpl ete cooperation consistent with the
responsi bilities that everybody has on, uh,
the separation of powers. Fair enough?

And, of course, and consistent with, uh, M.
Dean's responsibilities is uh, uh, uh, is,
is, is, other responsibilities as a Counsel.
See? How about just saying it that way?
Well, John, do you have doubts, uh?

No. Wy don't we--

f Ziegler opens--Ziegler has to answer
sonet hi ng.

Uh, no. The only, uh, uh thing that
occurred to ne is, when | read this stuff
yesterday, was that sonehow or another, uh,
we, we should be introducing the fact that,
that, uh, Dean's going to get a chance to
cl ear his nane.

Yeah.
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Uh, but, but, eventually that's gonna, that
| s gonna, there's gonna be, uh, an
opportunity for that in some forum at sone
time, in sone way. But naybe you get into

t he busi ness of saying, uh, you don't--

| don't "think this is the day to do it.
This is the day (unintelligible).

(Unintelligible).
Yeah.

| think so

Yhea.

G ve nore than a--
Say.

(Unintelligible) how we approach the whole
matter instead of noving (unintelligible).
The President's expressed confidence
(unintelligible)

You can al so say that the President is
tal king, uh, (unintelligible) staff today
regardi ng the Dean situation, |

t hi nk we shoul d say that--

There was a neeting here this norning...
That's right.

.Lnvol ving Deputy. ..

Yeah.

... Attorney General..

Yeah.

...Under Secretary of Interior...
That's right.

...lvers...
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That's right.

.on the, uh, on the, lvers reservation
(unintelligible).

Yeah. And that we're, and the, and the
(unintelligible) it doesn't matter if the
President is (unintelligible).

That White House is foll ow ng--

The White House, the White House is
followng and we are (unintelligible) the
President's uh, uh, the President' s
direction, uh, the, President's dir-- uh, a
meeting was held here, the Wite House is
now, uh, uh, uh, examning the situation to
see what action can be taken to resolve it.

Uh, uh, | think you may be able to hang it
on the, on the depl orable, uh--

RESTRI CTED- “ B”

Al right. Let it go.
(Unintelligible) because if we--

Fine, well, when, when we are ready to do
sonething, 1'Il hold your neeting. Let it
go.

Ckay, let nme know.



MARCH 27, 1973 FROM 11:10 A M TO 1:30 P. M

PRESI DENT: Ckay, You go ahead.

EHRLI CHVAN: (Unintelligible) Ron, with ne until we have
a final uh, just keep all this stuff
t oget her.

ZI EGLER: kay.

PRESI DENT: Al so say that | nmet with the Japanese the,
t he, uh...

ZI EGLER: Yes sir. Finance Mnister.

PRESI DENT: ... Finance Mnister.
(ZI EGLER EXI TS)
(Privileged Material Deleted.)

EHRLI CHVAN: On the FBI, we'll start noving sonme nanes to
you, uh.

PRESI DENT: | hope you'll look into that guy that Dean
ment i oned.

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah, |'ve got (unintelligible) John's uh,
we re to get a resune and sone background.

PESI DEI NT: The judge, uh, with a prosecuting background

UNI DENTI FI ED

PRESI DENT:

clainmed that to put himon would be a hel
of a good thing.

vell, uh--

| have deci ded that when we nove on it, it
must be sinultaneous. Gay cores in and
says,”l msorry we can't put you, you can't,
"he says, "I can't get confirnmed and I, |
don't want to be confirnmed in way that I,
that, in which there is any division. There
nmust be unani nous support for whoever is,
and support for and trust in the Director of
the FBI. As a result of the hearings to
date, it is obvious that I am not going get
that kind of support, in the Senate, even
though | believe that | may be confirned.
Under the circunstances, | respectfully
request you w thdraw ny nane.”.
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and send sonebody el se down. That's a very
sound basis. |I'mthinking of doing that.
woul d hope next week right after Thieu.

Ah, well, what do you think about doing that
si mul t aneous with the appointnment of a
Conmi ssioner. W coul d. .

Ch yeah.

.lt could be witten up in the sane
announcenent. Say, "here's a fine man
who's been unfortunately splattered by this
thing. It is a case study in, uh, how...

(Unintel ligible)

Yeah, and how bystanders can get spl ashed,
with this sort of thing."

Ri ght .

It's now to the point where he can't even
(unintelligible).

You think, also, John, or at |east you
t hought sonewhat of the idea, that we should
get Kl eindienst out, too, at this point?

Yeah, yeah.
How do we do that?
Well, I'"'mgoing to see himtoday, and Bob's

going to talk to him and we will hit him
fromtwo directions on this. And uh, that's
and uh- -

CGet Kl eindienst to resign?
Ch, no, no, no, no, no, oh..

Get himout front. (Unintelligible) get
him out of the office.
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Oh, oh, no. | hadn't, uh, we hadn't talked
about, that.

That s Bill. Rogers.

Well, I"'msorry, John

No. |, uh, uh, we tal ked this norning
about getting himout front. |[|'mafraid

it s--

(Unintelligible) of' canning himright away.
Uh, let's see. Let's see about that. Maybe
we can. Well, whatever, what have you got
to report. John and | have just started a
(unintelligible).

Al | have is Dean's report. | did not talk
to Mtchell, because this thing changed
(unintelligible) want to be from M tchell

Uh, he had a | ong conversation agai n today
with Paul O Brien, who's the guy he's been -

- talked with yesterday. . .you know, this,
that, and all that, and uh, he says O Brien
is very distressed wth Mtchell. The nore

he thinks about it, the nore O Brien cones
down to Mtchell could cut this whole thing
off, if he would just step forward and cut
it off. That the fact of the matter is as
far as Gray could determ ne that Mtchel
did sign off onit. And if that's what it
is...

You mean as far as O Brien is concerned.
Yeah.

You said, "Gay."

What's that?

|"msorry. OBrien not Gay. As far as

O Brien can determne, Mtchell did sign off
on this thing and, uh, that's, and Dean
believes that to be the case also. He
can't, Dean doesn't think he can prove it,
and apparently O Brien can't either, but
they both think that that...

That's ny intention.
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The nore O Brien thinks about it, the nore
it bothers himwth all he knows, to see al

t he peopl e getting whacked around, that he
sees getting whacked around, in order to
keep the thing from focusing on John
Mtchell, when inevitably it s going to end
up doing that anyway and all these other
peopl e are going to be so badly hurt they're
not going to be able to get out from under
Uh, and that's one view. How, to go back on
t he Magruder situation as O Brien reports
it, having spent several hours with

Magr uder, yesterday afternoon, O Brien and
Par ki nson. Jeb believes, or professes to
believe, and OBrien is inclined to think he
really does believe, that the whol e Liddy

pl an, the whol e super-security operation,
super-intelligence operation was put

t oget her by the Wiite House, by Hal deman,
Dean and ot hers.

Yeah.

Real | y, Dean, that Dean cooked the whole
thing up at Hal deman's instruction. Uh, the
whol e idea of the ned for a super-
intelligence operation. Now there s sone
senbl ance of, of, uh, validity to the point,
that | did talk, not with Dean, but with
Mtchell, about the need for intelligence
activity and- -

And t hat Dean recomended Liddy?

Yeah, but not for intelligence. Dean
recomended Liddy as the General Counsel.

Yeah, but you see this is where Magruder
m ght conme--Well, go ahead. Ckay.

Uh, that Mtchell bought the idea that was
cooked up in the Wite House for a super-
intelligence operation, and that this was
all set and an acconplished fact in Decenber
of " 71 before Liddy was hired by the
Commttee. But then, Liddy was hired by the

14



MARCH 27,

1973 FROM 11:10 A M TO 1:30 P. M 15

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

Commttee to carry it out and that's why
Dean sent Liddy over to the Commttee. Then
there was a hiatus. There were these
nmeetings in Mtchell s office, uh, where

Li ddy unveiled his plan. And the first plan
he unveil ed, uh, nobody bought. They al

| aughed at it. Cause it was so bizarre

So he went back to the draw ng, board and
cane back with a second plan and the second
plan didn't get, bought either. That was
at the second neeting and everything just
kind of lingered around then. It was sort
of hanging fire. Liddy was pushing to get
nmoving on his plans. And at that point, he
went to Col son and said, “Nobody will
approve any of this, uh, uh, and, you know,
we coul d, we should be getting, ...

Yeah.

...getting going on it.” And Col son then
got into the act in pushing to get which,
which started with the Col son phone call to
Magruder saying, "Well at least listen to

t hese guys.” Then the final step was--all of
this was rattlnig around in January. The
final step was when Gordon Strachan call ed
Magruder and said Hal deman told himto get
this going, “The President wants it done and
there's to be no nore arguing about it.”
This meaning the intelligence activity, the
Li ddy program Magruder told Mtchell this,
that Strachan had ordered himto get it
goi ng on Hal deman' s orders on the
President's orders and Mtchell signed off
onit. He said, “Ckay, if they say to do
it, go ahead.”

Uh, was that this is the buggi ng?
The whol e thing including the bugging.
Shit.

The bugging was inplicit in the second plan.
|, Dean doesn't seemto be sure whether it
was inplicit or explicit.



MARCH 27,

1973 FROM 11:10 A M TO 1: 30 P. M

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

HAL DEVAN

Vel l, anyway- -

He doesn't think that particular bug was
explicit, but that the process of bugging
was inplicit and, as | didn't realize it,

nor did he, but it was also in the Sandwedge
goi ng way back--the early plan. That,
incidentally, is, a potential source of
fascinating problens in that it involved

M ke Acree, who s now the Custons
Comm ssi oner or sonething, Joe Wods, uh, a
f ew ot her peopl e.

Not hi ng happened?

It, wasn't done, that's right, but there--
at sone point, according to Magruder, after
this was then signed, off and put way,

M tch--Magruder--Mtchell, Mtchell, called
Liddy into the office and read himthe riot
act on the poor quality of stuff they were
getting. (Pause) Un, that's basically the
scenario or the summary of, of what Magruder
told the lawer. Dean s theory is that both
Mtchell and Magruder realize that they now
have their ass in a sling, and that they're
trying to untangle it, not necessarily
wor ki ng toget her again, at |east he doesn't
think they are. But, in the process of that
they are m xing apples and oranges for their
own protection. And that they re
remenberi ng various things in connection

ot hers, uh, (unintelligible) Iike Hunt and
Liddy (unintelligible).

You don't have another (unintelligible) do
you?

No, sir.
(Privileged material has been del et ed)

He says, for exanple, Magruder doesn't
realize howlittle Dean told Liddy. He

t hi nks that Dean sent Liddy in. Liddy
said...Frankly, now as far as Dean screening
to Liddy was that, uh, you as Genera

Counsel over there

16
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can also take as a side activity the, the

political intelligence question because we
do need sone input on denonstrators and
stuff like that. That, that, that

t hey' re not doi ng anything about, but he
never got, into any setting up an el aborate
intelligence aparatus.

kay

Dean, Dean says that as a matter of fact, in
contrast to Magruder s opinion, at the first
nmeeti ng where a Liddy plan was presented,
everybody at the neeting | aughed at the plan
on the basis that it was just, it was so
bisarre that it was absurd and it would be
funny.

Yeah

The second neeting, Dean came into the
nmeeting late. He was not there during nost
of the presentation, but when he mace in he
could see that they were still on the sane
kind of a thing. And he says in effect, |
got Mtchell off the hook because |

said, | took the initiative in saying, "You
know it s an inpossible, uh, proposal and we
can' t, we shouldn't even be discussing, this
in the Attorney General s office, “and al
that. Mtchell agreed, and then that's when
Dean cane over and told ne that he had just,
had seen this wap-up on it, and that they,
still it (unintelligible) was inpossible,
and then we, that they shouldn t be doing
it; that we shouldn't be involved in it and
we ought to, uh, drop the whole thing. Then
as Dean said, “l say a problemthere and,

uh, | thought they had turned it off and in
any event | wanted to stay ten mles away
fromit, and did.” He said the problemfrom
then on, starting sonewhere in early January
Probably, was that Liddy was never really

gi ven any gui dance after that. Unh, Mtchel
was in the mdst of the I T and T and al

that stuff, and didn't focus on it...
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PRESI DENT: Mar t ha.

HAL DEMVAN: ..and Magruder was runni ng around with other
things and didn't pay nuch attention, and
Li ddy was ki nd of bouncing around | oose
t here, uh.

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, now, how do you square that with the
al l ocation of noney to it?

HAL DEMVAN: Well, that, presunably was the subject in
focus by sonebody el se..

EHRLI CHVAN: Magr uder .

HAL DEMVAN: ... Wio signed off on that.

EHRLI CHVAN: Magruder, uh, possibly Mtchell, possibly
Stans, certainly, uh-- (unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: | suppose they could, say the allocation of
noney was just for intelligence operations
generally. | think (unintelligible).
That's what ny guess is. That's what
Magruder said is true.

EHRLI CHVAN: Sonme was paid to focus on, sonebody—

HAL DEMAN: Yeah, soneone, soneone focused and agreed
that there had to be sone intelligence and
that Liddy should get it.

EHRLI CHVAN: And agai nst the background of the two pl ans
bei ng presented and rejected, the natural
guestion that would arise is, well, what are
you going to do with the noney? You don t
have an approved plan?

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: So that doesn't put anything together.

PRESI DENT: Well, it doesn't hang together, but it could
in the sense that the canpaign--

HAL DEMAN: Wel |, what he, what he thinks, he thinks..
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PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN
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HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN
PRESI DENT:

My guess—
...that Mtchell did sign off on it.

That's the point. But uh, my, nmy guess is
Mtchell could just say, "Look," I, he says,
he has this and that and the other thing,"
and. | said, “all right go ahead, but there
was no buying of this da, da, da--"

He says if, you heard Dean's opinion
(unintel ligible)

So- -

Now O Brien says that Magruder s objective
or notive at that noment is a neeting with
Mtchell and ne. And, uh, that what he

has told sone of the |lawers, may well be a
shot across the bowto jar that neeting

| oose. Uh, OBrien doesn't really believe
Jeb, but he's not sure. OBrien is shook a
little bit hinmself as he hears all this. But
he does see very definitely and holds al so
to the theory of m xing of apples and
oranges. He' s convinced that Jeb is pushing
together things that don't necessarily fit
together in order to help with a

concl usi on. And, again, he' s very

di sappointed in Mtchell. He feels that
Mtchell is the guy that s letting people
down. O Brien nmade the suggestion that if
you wanted to force sone of this to a head,
one thing you nmight consider is that O Brien
and Parkinson, who are getting a little
shaky now t hensel ves, are retained by the
Commttee. That is by Frank Dale, who is
the, the Chairman of the Conmittee.

Does it still exist?
Uh, the.They, did they're--

They aren't involved in the danmm thing are
they? O Brien and Parki nson?
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HAL DERMAN: Yes.

PRESI DENT: They ran this all fromthe begi nning?

HAL DERMVAN: Oh, no.

PRESI DENT: Well, that is what | thought.

HAL DERMAN: But they are involved in the post-discovery,
post - June 17N

HAL DEMAN: (Unintel ligible)
O Brien says, “Everything with the
Commttee,” said, "What you m ght want to
consider is the possibility is to waive our
retai ner, waive our, our, uh, privileges and
instruct us to report to the President al
of the facts as they are known to us as to
what really went on at the Commttee to Re-
El ect the President

PRESI DENT: | "ve been, |, | ve been inforned. For nme to
sit down and talk to them and go through,
uh- -

HAL DEMVAN: | don't know, he, he says, he doesn't nean

PRESI DENT:

necessarily personally talk to you, but he
means to talk to Dean or whoever you

desi gnate as your, your, uh, man to be

wor king on this. Uh, nowsether facts. Hunt
is at the Grand Jury today.

(Unintelligible) W don't know how far he
is going to go. The danger area for himis
on the noney, that he was given noney. Uh,
he's reported by O Brien, who has been
talking to his lawer, Bittman, not to be as
desperate today as he was yesterday, but to
still be on the brink, or at |east shaky.
What's made him shaky is that he's seen
McCord bounci ng out there and probably
wal ki ng out scot free.

Scot free, - a hero.
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT

And he doesn't like that. He figures it,
it’s ny turn. And that he may go--

That 's the way |, that s the way | would
think all of them would feel

And that he may decide to go with as nuch as
is necessary to get hinself into that sane
position, but probably would only go with as
much as is necessary. There isn't a feeling
on his part of a desire to get people, but,
us, you know, a desire to take care of
himsel f. And, uh, that he m ght be willing
to do what he had to do to take care of

hi msel f, but he would probably do it on a
gradual basis and he may in fact be doing it
right now at the Gand Jury. He feels, in
summary, that on, uh, both Hunt and Magruder
guestions we re not really at the crunch
that we were last night. He isn't as
concerned as he was when we talked to him

| ast night. (Unintelligible) we are now
going with uh, uh, Silbert--

(Unintel ligible)

The U.S. Attorney has, is going to Sirica
seeking immunity for Liddy so Liddy can be a
witness. Liddy s lawer w |l argue agai nst
immunity for he does not want it. Uh,
Dean’ s judgnent is that he |l prob- he'l
probably fail. Sirica will grant it given
Sirica s clear disposition--

Then he gets , if he doesn't talk, then he
gets contenpt. Is that it?

If Liddy is in, if he gets inmmunity, his
intention, as of now at least, is to refuse
to talk, and then he in contenpt. The
contenpt is civil contenpt and it only runs
for the duration of the Gand Jury which is
of alimted duration. And as long ah he's
injail anyway, it doesn't make a hell of a
ot of difference to him

I, I would al nost bet that's what Liddy wll
do.

21
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PRESI DENT:

Well, that's what Dean will al-also bet. Dean
has asked through O Brien to see Maroulis, or
what ever his nanme is, Liddy's |awer, for
Liddy to provide a private statenent saying

t hat Dean knew nothing in advance on the

WAt ergat e, which Liddy knows to be the case.
To his know edge, Dean knew not hi ng about it
and Dean would like to have that statenent in
hi s pocket and has asked Liddy, Liddy's |awer
to ask Liddy, for such a statenent, which he
feels Liddy will, would want to give him Unh,
rai sed the question whether Dean actually had
no know edge of what was going on in the
intelligence area between the tine of the
meetings in Mtchell's office, when he said
don't do anything, and the tinme of the

Wat ergate discovery. And | put that direct
guestion to Dean, and he said, "Absolutely
not hi ng. "

I, I would, I would, uh, the reason | would
totally agree, that, that | would believe Dean
there (unintelligible) say would be lying to
us about that

Well he said --

But | would believe for another reason--that
he thought it was a stupid God dammed i dea.

There just isn't a scintilla...

Yeah.

...of hint that Dean knew about this.
(Unintelligible)

Dean was pretty good all through that period
of time in sharing things, and he was tracking
wi th a nunber of us on --

Well, you know the thing that, the reason
told Bob--and this incidentially al so covers
Colson--and |, uh, and I, | don't know

whet her, ah--1 know that nost everybody except
Bob, and perhaps you, think Col son knew all.
about it. But | was talking to Col son
remenber exclusively about it--and maybe that
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HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

was the point--exclusively about the issues.
You know, how are we going to do this and
that and the other thing. Everything from
uh, mainly, uh, the, uh, the, uh, the, uh
(unintelligible) how do we get the |abor

t hing, how do we get this, how do we get, uh
the Catholic school (unintelligible).

Yeah, the Cath--the aid to Catholic school
on the new, you know, the uh, Ehrlichman's,
uh, |1 mean, Colson's fight with the

par ochi al

Right. That's what it is, that's what
started it. But in all those tal ks he had
pl enty of opportunity. He was al ways
saying, "Hey, we gotta do this," but Colson
in that entire period, John, | think he
woul d have said, that there was, say, "l ook
we' ve gotten sone information,” but he never
said a word. Haldeman, in this whol e period,

Hal deman, | am sure—Bob and you, he tal ked
to both of you about the canpaign. Never a
word. | nmean now maybe that all of you knew

and didn't tell ne, but | can't believe that
Col son--well (unintelligible).

Maybe Col son is capable of--if he knew
anyt hing out of that, of not telling you
what we were at |east--

Well, at |least, at |east...
W were—

...nothing, of that sort because as a matter
of fact, | didn't even know-1 didn't know
frankly that the, uh, the Ellsberg thing and
so forth, er, electronically thing, you know
what | nean?

Yeah.

You (unintelligible) report (unintelligible)
on that.
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And | guess there you deliberately didn't
tell ne—

wll, sir, | didn't know, uh, uh. | didn't
know what ...

(Unintel ligible)

..Dean and his crowd were up to unti
af t erwar ds.

Ri ght .

And | told you, afterwards we stopped it
stopped it from happeni ng agai n.

Ri ght .

In that setting, but, uh--

That was in the national security...
That was in the national security--
Leak thing.

That's right, but the, the, uh, interesting
t hi ng about Col son, corroborates what you
say, is that when | got a phone call from
Secret Service saying, there had been this
burglary...

Yeah,
.the first guy |I called was Col son.
Yeah. Cour se.

And his response, as | recall it, was one of
total surprise and there was just and, uh,
and, and, he could have said then, "Oh,

those jerks, | should have, you know, they
shoul dn't have," or "I, | knew about it
earlier.” ."He could have inferred that he

know about it in a way that woul da
meani ngful to ne but he didn't. He was
totally nonpl ussed...
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PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: ...the same as the rest of us.

PRESI DENT: Well, the thing is too, that | know that,
you know, when they tal k about, uh, this,
t hi s busi ness of Magruder's saying that
Hal deman had ordered it, the President had
ordered it to go forward, of all the people
who were surprised was, | nean, on the 17th
of June-- | was in Florida--was ne.

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: Wiy? Were you there?

EHRLI CHVAN: No, | was here. Me and Col son.

PRESI DENT: VWho was there?

EHRLI CHVAN: | called Colson--1 called Ziegler and |
said--. In this order, | called Col son
Hal deman, and Ziegl er...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: ..and, uh, alerted themto this.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. And | read the paper and | said what
in the nane of God is this?

EHRLI CHAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: | just couldn't believe it.

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: So you know what | nean is that, uh, | nean

I, I believe in playing politics hard, but
I"'mI'malso smart. Wat | can't, what,

what | can't understand is how M tchel

woul d ever approve (unintelligible) signs it
off-- That's the thing I can't understand
here. Well, Magruder | can understand doi ng
things. He is not a very bright fellow |
mean he is bright, but not--he doesn't think
through to the end. Jesus Christ. But
Mtchell knows the consequences of such.
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HAL DEMAN: Yeah, but 1'Il tell you what could have
happened very easily there. Mtchell was
Attorney Ceneral. He was using, |egally,
and sonetines (unintelligible) and using his
very great capacity to wiretap

and do ot her kinds of things every
day and you got into a mnd set and you get
used to that.

PRESI DENT: Coul d be. Could be.

HAL DEMVAN: And it doesn't , uh, you don't regard it
with the sane kind of, of, uh, feeling that-

PRESI DENT: Yeah. Could be. Could be. Wll, anyway.

HAL DEMAN: Dean says--he says--1 did see Liddy, roughly
five or six times during that period of
January to, to June, and it was always on
canpaign legal matters. You know.

PRESI DENT: Well, | know, Dean was--renenber you al ways
said Dean was, renmenber you told ne, making
all these studies of it...

HAL DEMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: ...and all.

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: | believe that.

HAL DEMAN: He said at one of those neetings at one
time, you know, (unintelligible), | said to
Li ddy sonet hing about howis it going? He
said he started to say I'm having, a hell of
atime getting approval on the intelligence
operation. | says, and, and Dean says, "You
know Gordon, uh, Gordon, uh, | told you
that's sonmething I know not hi ng about and
don't want to know anythi ng about, and he
said that's right. Ckay.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: January to June of '72. Right?
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Now, here s another factor, (unintelligible)
know he is followi ng up that point. He says
as a matter of fact, the reason | called Liddy
on June 19-- | said, "Now wait a mnute. You
call ed Liddy on June 19?” "Yes and the reason
| did is because Kl eindienst told me that

Li ddy had cone to see himon the 18th at
Burning Tree.” That was the day after the

di scovery on Sunday the 18th, ah, and the
purpose of that was to tell Kl eindienst he had
to get his nmen out of jail and all that.

Kl ei ndi enst said, "I wi sh that God dammed

Li ddy would quit tal king to ne about this
stuff.” At that tinme, Liddy told Kl eindienst
that Mtchell had ordered it.

Ch.

And you don't know that that's true. Al you
know i s that Liddy was using that as his neans
for trying to get to the (unintelligible).

You know M tchell could be telling the truth.
Li ddy could be too. But Liddy would just
assunme he had constructive

That's right.
...approval. Mtchell could say, "I, I
ordered intelligence. | know | never approved

this God dammed plan.” You, you've got to
figure the lines of defenses that everybody's
going to take here, uh, that's Mtchell's,
right? What's Hal deman's |ine of defense?

Hal deman's |ine of defense, "I never approved
anything of this sort. | just "--you know
that--What's Ehrlichman's? Ehrlichman, there's
no doubt he knows nothing about it. The
earlier thing, yes. W did have an operation
for, for leaks, and so forth. Uh, what would
you say if they said, "Did you ever do any

W retappi ng?” What would you say? There is a
guestion on that. Were you aware of any

W r et appi ng?

Yes.

Then you woul d say, "Yes.” Then, "Wy did you
do it?” You would say it was ordered on a
nati onal security basis.

27
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EHRLI CHI MAN: Nati onal security. W had, we had a series
of very serious national security | eaks.

(Tel ephone rings)
PRESI DENT:

RESTRI CTED- “ B”
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As you were saying on the--

Uh, let me go back and pick up this business
about taps, 'cause I, | think--1, I've |'ve
done sonme checking and I want you to get a
feel for what | would say if this Hunt

t hi ng, slopped over on ne, uh.

Incidentally, ny viewis--1 don't know Hunt.
| don't think Hunt will do that.

| don't think he will either, because--

You don't think he is going to have to take...
Ri ght .

.a fall for a very heavy burglary?

Ri ght .

| f he does--

Ri ght .

The, the, the Iine of, of a response would
be this as | see it. Starting back in the
days when | was Counsel to the President, we
were very concerned about national security
| eaks and we undertook at that tinme a whole
series of steps to try and determ ne the
source of | eaks. Uh, sone of this

i nvol ved na--national security taps duly and
properly authorized and conducted, Now, we
had three very serious breaches, and, and,

after | left the office of Counsel, |
continued to follow this...
Yeah.

.at your request. W had three very serious
breaches. Uh, one was the whole Tad Szul c

group; uh one was the Pentagon Papers
and the other was the Pakistan, uh, |ndia,
uh, uh, set, but there were ot hers al

t hrough there and so we had a,
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PRESI DENT:
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we had an active and on-goi ng Wite House

i nvol verrent using the resources of the Bureau,

t he Agency and the various departnental

security, uh, arms, uh, with Wite House
supervision. Un, in this particular instance,
Hunt, Hunt becane involved, uh, because at the
time of the Pentagon Papers break we had, we had
dual concerns. W had the concern about the
integrity of other docunents and we had concern
about the relationship of this particular |eak
to other security |eaks that we had across the
gover nment - - Rand and, and so forth--and so we
noved very vigorously on the whol e cast of
characters in the Pentagon Papers thing. Sone
of our findings have never cone out. Uh, it was
an effort to relate that incident to the other
national security breaches that we had, and al so
to find out as nmuch as we could about this. W
t hrew a nunber of people into this that we
had at work on other things. Anong them Hunt,
uh, and, uh he in turn Li ddy. Uh, |

didn't know and this is, this is fact. |, |
checked this two or three ways. | didn't know
what they were doing about this, this uh,
operation in Los Angeles until after it occurred
and they canme to ne and told ne that it had been
done and that it was unsuccessful and that they
were intending to nmake a re-entry to try and,

uh, secure papers that they were after. Uh, |
said no, and, and stopped it at that point.
Interestingly enough, Colson called ne several
times and renmonstrated with ne and tried

(Reel Two Begi ns)

to persuade nme that they should go back in and
said no and | (unintelligible).

So Col son and Hunt, then were in contact?
Qoviously, in contact and | (unintelligible)--

Makes you wonder whet her Col son and Hunt were in
contact |ater.

Well, that, that's an inference that arises.

Now | have sone nenpbs from Col son to ne about

t he Pentagon Papers probl em and, uh, things that
ought to be done.
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PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: That indicate to ne that he was programm ng
Hunt at that point in tine.

PRESI DENT: Yeah, yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: Now, that he did later, I don't know.

(Reel One Ends)

32



MARCH 27, 1973 FROM 11:10 AM TO 1:30 P. M 33

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CH MAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

Now, | never had the slightest information
that Col son (unintelligible).

Well, | knew that, uh, the, uh--

Renmenber the D em busi ness?

Yeah.

And., uh, and uh--

Yeah. | said let's get sone facts.

Right. And so Colson and | both were

involved in finding this fell ow Coneen, the
Cl A and getting his story on it.

Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah.

And that's when Hunt first canme in the
pi cture because he was a go- between between
us and Coneen.

Yeah, | see.

And- -

Oh, yeah.

And that when--

| heard about that.

First brought himforward.
| heard about that.

Uh, then we kept Hunt on to do various
t hi ngs.

But, you know, as far as the whole thing
that, uh, it, it was not Col son, but you
that | was tal king, to.

That's correct.
In that case--

That's correct. And | had no occasion to
tell you anything about Colson's
i nvol venent ...
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That's ny point.

Ah, Young and Krogh operated that, the whole
operation. Fromthe beginning as a matter
of fact with the other |eaks, the Tad Szul c
| eaks and so on and they carried on through
and, and Krogh is very frank in saying, "I
authorized this, ah, this operation in Los
Angel es, no two ways about it.” He says,

uh, "If | am asked, uh," he. says, "that's
what 1'Il say and I'Il resign and | eave the
Department of Transportation and get out of
town.” He said, “l, uh, thought at the tinme
we were doing the right thing and..

Shoul d he?

...and so forth. | don't think he' |l have
to. Nunmber one, | don't think Hunt, uh,
don't think Hunt will strike him If he
did, I would, |I would put the national
security tent over this whole operation.

| sure woul d.

And say, "Look, there are a lot of things
that went on in the national interest there
that involved taps, they involved entry,

t hey involved interrogation, they involved a
ot of things and I don't, | don't propose
to open that up to scrutiny."”

Ri ght .
Then just hard line it.

| think that's what you have to do there.
But | wanted to get that one out. GCkay. Go
ahead.

Right. Now, on the Conm ssion idea, uh, get
Dean on that, uh, thing he proposed | ast

ni ght, cause | still think--he says he stil
thinks it's possible and, and has a good
possi bl e approach. He's been trying to pick
it apart. Can't do it at this point.
(Unintelligible), Un he says the approach,
as he sees it, is that the President says
here's what's been charged
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about the White House and about the
Committee to Re-El ect the President. He

puts it all in perspective in terns of
political, you know, this kind of stuff goes
on, this is all bad, wthout any--

Yeah.

But we are now at a point where fact and
fiction are becom ng badly confused. W are
involved in an intense political situation
with the press, with the Senate Comm ttee,
you know, and others are prejudging this
case both Ervin and Weicker and others who
are. (Unintelligible)

That various people wll,
def endants that are guilty, known to be

guilty, are making charges.

Ri ght .

Wi ch, uh, should, should of course, be--
The FBI is being falsely charged with, uh

i nadequat e, uh, uh...

That's right.

.activity and duplicity and so forth.
Yeah.

The Justice Departnent and the U S.
Attorney's office are being, uh, uh--

They're...
Quest i on.
(Unintelligible) questionable.

Now, no man is above the law and that is a
basic principle we nust operate on, but
under these circunstances, there's no
possibility of a fair hearing and every man
S
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entitled to the protection of the |law, and
the public is entitled to the facts in this
matter. But the people who are in charge and
are involved are entitled to, fair
treatment. People who are involved, or were

t hen accused to be. So, I'm
creating a super panel which will have the
cooperation of all investigative agenci es.

Al'l the people who have been charged in this
matter, have volunteered to submt their
entire, their facts, to this panel

Be questioned by it.

And be questioned by it. They've agreed to
wai ve their right to trial by jury.

VWhat (unintelligible) is that.

And the panel is enpowered to act to renove,
anybody that it sees fit because of

i nvol venent, to level fines and to inpose
crimnal sanctions. The defendants in the
in the Watergate trial, the nmen who have

al ready been, uh, can also submt any

i nformation that they want.

(Unintelligible).

Anyone who does not submt to the
proceedi ngs of this comm ttee under these
conditions...

Resi gn.

...wWill be faced with the fact that al

i nformati on devel oped by the conmttee from
all other sources will be turned over to the

Justice Department for crimnal prosecution.
There will be no judgnent until all the
facts are received by the conm ssion and
then the comm ssion wll make public all of,
its findings and the reasons for all actions
taken. They will proceed in secret and their
decisions will be final and not subject to
appeal . And the peopl e appearing before them
will voluntarily submt to that. R ght
(unintelligible).
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What ki nd of an appeal ? How s t hat
(unintelligible).

Uh, | don't know.

That "s--that sounds like a little bit
sinpler than that, than what | originally
t hought he had in mnd. He says, uh

Wonder if the President has the power to set
up such a thing. Can he do that sort of
thing? | know that the main point. | don't
t hi nk so.

Executive process.
By voluntary (unintelligible).
You get the (unintelligible).

Yeah, but it isn't, it isn't that guy. |It's
the fell ow who doesn't submt, who in effect
i s being denied due process.

Uh, you--you're right.

The information on himw Il be turned over
to the crimnal--m ght be he d be
subpoenaed.

No, then, you sort of condemmed hi m by...
Negati ve i nference.

Yeah.

..negative inference.

We're all condemmed by negative inference
ri ght now.

|, | appreciate that, but that's--
You' re not condemed by a court.
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Uh, it's alittle different. Well, I, that
isn't, that isn't a sine qua non on this
thing. No.

He feels that there are a | ot of advantages
on this, uh, and two major internal ones.

It will take the panel a long time to get
set up, get its processes worked out, get
its hearings done and nake its findings and
then you'll probably be past the '74

el ections which Il be desirable
(unintelligible). Secondly, is the, the
President maintains the ultimate stroke on
it, because he always has the option on
January 19 to pardon anybody who needs a
pardon. So the potential ultimte penalty
anybody that would get hit in this process
coul d be about two years. His view would be
to put--you need to get soneone on the panel
who knows politics. Former Governor, or
sonething like that. But, uh, if you would
want Earl Warren, if he'll do it, but he's
down in Florida. What could that matter to
t he peopl e? So what are you gonna do about
Ervin? Well, you call Ervin down. You tel
himthe plans and explain why you're doing
it, that justice is not being carried out
now, there's a finger pointing and a | ot of
probl enms. And you ask himto hold his
heari ngs in abeyance until the panel serves
its purpose.

Ervin would say, "Well, I'll hold ny
hearings in abeyance on Watergate, but not
on ot her things?"

| " m guessi ng.
That's their problem
Then you ask- -
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Oh, that s not-

Then, what about asking Ervin to serve on
the panel. You see he thought that was a
very good idea. He said he probably woul dn't
do it, (unintelligible) stand on a sticky
posi tion.

The only other idea Dean conmes up with is he
said, "One thing you m ght want to consider
is the President calling Mtchell in for a
one-on-one talk. The President now has all
the facts on this (unintelligible) tell us.
But |, Dean, don't know the facts on
Mtchell.” He said, "I thin think that
Mtchell would not pull any punches with the
President and if the President--that, that
woul d be a way to find out what Mtchell's
true perception of what did and didn't
happen was."

And that's probably the only--supposing you
had (unintelligible).

Suppose now, the fact that (unintelligible)
too, my tine. Suppose you call Mtchell and
say to him "WII you--what do you, what do
you learn, and uh, for what?” And M tchel
says, "Yes, | didit.” Then what do we say?

It's knowl edge than we possess right now.
| f he would only confess (unintelligible).

| was just going to say, uh, maybe if Rogers
said it to him(unintelligible).

Mtchel | ?
| don't think (unintelligible).
Mtchell? Mtchell despises Rogers.

Yeah, | know he does. MNow for all it is. I
didn't call Mtchell because |-- Dean thinks
that we should go ahead with Magruder. Find
out - -
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Wel |, Magruder- -
Oh, | agree too.

(Unintelligible) and maybe (unintelligible)
He thought maybe we want to approach this
probl em basically behind a conference
table. | think that ought to wait unti
after we've had this neeting and deci de- -

Shit, | nean...
(Unintelligible) and Mtchell.
..Dean did the job (unintelligible).

Well, | say, | think any idea of a neeting
bet ween you and Mtchell ought to wait until
t he Magruder, Hal deman, Mtchell neeting.

Oh, really?

And., ah, and see what transpires there.
Maybe the idea is that Magruder says his
pi ece and | eaves and then you talk to

M tchell.

What about the other way around?
(Unintel ligible)

Seei ng about nme getting Mtchell in and say,
"Look, (unintelligible) you ve got to
(unintelligible) uh, tell us what the story
is, John. You have to face up to where we
are here. Wat did this guy say? Wat are
you gonna say? How do we handle it and so
forth.”

My guess is Mtchell would stonewall.
think Mtchell would say, “M. President, if

it will serve any useful purpose for you I
woul d cone--" (Unintelligible).
Isn't it as well, for nme though to give a

call (unintelligible) and ask himto neet
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wi th Magruder? Or what do you think
John?. ..

| have had from --

| have not really had from

Mtchell, but |I've had from Hal deman, [|'ve
had from Ehrlichman, and |I've had from

Col son cold, flat denials. | have asked
each of you to tell me, and al so from Dean.
Now t he President, therefore, has not lied
on this and I, I don't think that yet
has been charged. A lot of others have been
charged, but they haven't charged the
President wth any offense. They are not,
uh, intrying to

protect his people who are lying. But |
don't, uh, does, does anybody suggest that |
probably did this whole dam thing?

As of nowit is all saying that you're...
Yeah.
.being ill-served by (unintelligible).

By ny people. But | don't know about
M tchel | . | never asked him

Stick him It can't hurt anything.
(Unintel ligible)

Get Mtchell down. Wat do | ask hin®
Yeah.

What |'ve got to do is think in terns of ny
own plans. |['ve got to, I'll spend ny day
today on this, but I'll have to clear the
deck for tonorrow (unintelligibl e/ REMOVED).
Uh, you say, uh, 1've just had to make an

assurance on John Dean. They tell ne that
|"mgoing to eventually have to nake sone
assurances where you're concerned. Wat do
| do?

Here is what, uh, Magruder is saying, uh--
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Magruder is saying?

Uh, I know, | think I will tell himhere
what Magruder is saying. | don't know
really know what he is saying about the

Wi te House, but | understand he S saying,
he is saying that you signed off onit. |Is
t hat what Magruder is saying?

(Unintelligible) goes public on this, then
you know -

Incidentally, if Magruder doe's that, let's
see what it does to Magruder.

It depends on how he does it. |If he does it
under inmmunity, it doesn't do anything to
hi m

Al right, except ruin him

Wel |, yeah

He's got--oh, yes.

It ruins himin a way he becones a, he
becones a folk hero to the nedi a.

He becones a hero with the nedia. Let ne
tell you in terns of--1 know how t hese

t hi ngs wor k.

But, but ...

(Unintel ligible)

.M ke Wallace will get himand he will go on
"Sixty Mnutes," and he will cone...

Ri ght .

..across as the All American Boy who was
doi ng his, uh, who, who...

Yeah.
.just doing his thing--
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H s President.

And his Attorney General and they m sl ed
hi m

Yeah.

And, uh, he can do it.

So- -

And | ook at the alternative that he now
sees. It is either that or he goes to jail

on perjury.
How are they going to prove it?

Well, that's the other thing. Wth other
W t nesses, not through his own nouth.

VWhat ot her wi tnesses?

Beats me. | don't know how they can prove
perjury.
Hunt ?

He has to be a afraid they can because he
knows- -l et's assume--he knows he did perjure
hi nmsel f ...

Ri ght .

.and i f you know that you are guilty, you
have to be pretty concerned about soneone's
ability to prove it.

That's right.

And Liddy and McCord and Sl oan. Now that,
that little thing in MCord's |etter about
Sl oan has to worry him

Yeah.

If it's about Sloan. Well, that's another
t hought. It may be about Barker, uh--
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s he (unintelligible).
Yeah.

And it is nore |ikely because Barker worked
for him

| see. Yeah.

Uh, Barker said he couldn't renmenber who he
delivered the tap reports to.

| don't know whether he ever talked to
Mtchell about this but the one thing about
Mtchell, that really worries me is that his
wife is gonna get up soneday and say

sonet hing on that her...

Er vi n.

.husband. She's rattling the cage again
apparently (unintelligible) whether Ervin
wi || subpoena her...

(Unintel ligible)

.what are you doi ng, what's happeni ng?

Uh, the other thing that can
happen is that either the Gand Jury or the
Commttee will subpoena him

Her ,

Yeah.

She, she doesn't know anyt hi ng.

Wll, I'"'mnot so sure.

You think Mtchell could have told her?

Either that or she listens on the phone. W
know she |istens on the phone.

Vel | .

She can put two and two together and she can
go in on pure hearsay.
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Just say, well | know what they were doing.
She...

(unintelligible) can't testify against
Magr uder, agai nst her husband, but, uh--

Uh, but no, but, uh, she could go in. She
woul dn't want to. She go and testify

agai nst everybody el se, including you. She
hat es Kl ei ndienst with a purple passion

wel |, see, uh, he took her husband s job
away from him
Shit.

She' d better start now.

It's her husband that wanted to | eave.
But you can't persuade her of that.

| see.

She bad nouths hi mup one side and down the
ot her every chance she gets. So...

Oh, | agree that's part of it when you
really cone down to it, but a woman is nore
responsi bl e than anything el se for the
probl em we' ve got here. Wthout her, John
woul d have tended the store a little better.
| really think so.

Well, she's, uh, she's a wild card in this
whol e t hi ng.

Yeah.

And, uh, | think, uh you -- talk to him
about that. | can't talk to him | think
he stonewalls ne, but, uh, | think it's

worth talking to himabout, uh, if he really
is going to try to tough this through and,
uh- -

RESTRI CTED-“ D’
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And that's a terrible thing. 1, uh, I think
if he were faced with that reality, uh
he woul d, uh—

Well, what is Mtchell's option though?

You nean to say, uh let's, see what he could
do. Does Mtchell cone in and say, "My
fault.My nmenory was faulty. | |lied?” No.

He can't say that.

He says, uh, uh--
"That | may have given a-- w thout intending

to, | may have given, been responsible for
this, and I, | regret it very nuch, but I
did not intend that, | did not realize what

they were up to. They, they were talking,
we were tal king about apples and oranges.”
That’ s what | think he woul d say.

Don't you agree?

| think.
Yeah.

He aut hori zed appl es and they bought
oranges. Yeah

Mtchell, you see, is never, never going to
go in and admt perjury. | nean you can,
uh, talk about imunity and all the rest,

but he's never going to do that.

They won't give himinmmunity anyway, |

woul dn't think, unless they figure they
could get you. He is as high up as they ve
been.

He's the bi g Enchil ada.

And he's the one the nmamgazi nes zeroed in on
t hi s weekend.

They di d? Uh, what grounds? That he knew?

Well, just a quote that they maybe have a
big fish on the hook.

| think Mtchell should come down.
(Unintelligible).
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To see you, ne, Magruder.

Yeah. We'll have himconme down at 5: 30.

Tell himthat there's, there' s, tell him
that Magruder's (unintelligible). Conme down
|'"d like to talk to him(unintelligible). |
would like to talk with him wth you
Magruder and he -- is that who you nean? --
and Dean -- no, no.

Wl |, Magruder said he would be happy to
have Dean sit in. It's nmy view, | don't
think we want Dean to sit in.

Alright, well alright, (Unintelligible) Sit
down and have it (unintelligible) then we
shoul d have ny talk.

| would think so. | think that woul d be
very constructive.

Magruder has got to know that 1, | just
don't, that ny own feeling is, Bob, the
reason | raise the question of Magruder is
what stroke have you got w th Magruder? |
guess we've got none.

| think that, | think that the stroke Bob
has with himis that the, in the
confrontation to say, "Jeb, you know t hat
just plainisn't so,"” and, uh, uh, just
stare himdown on sonme of this stuff and
it's a golden opportunity to do that and |
mean, uh, and | think you will only have
this one opportunity to do it.

Course he's told me it isn't so before.

That's all the better, but I, in his present
frame of mind |'msure he' s rationalized
hinmself into a, into a fable that hangs
toget her and--But if he knows that you are
going to righteously and indignantly deny
it, uh--

Say that he's trying to lie to save his own
skin.

[t'1l, it'll bend, uh, it'll bend him
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VWll. then | can nmake a personal point of
view in the other direction, and say, "Jeb,
for God's sake don't get yourself screwed up
by...

Yes.
.solving one lie with a second.™
That's right.

"You' ve got a problem You ain't going to
make it better by making it worse.”

Yeah, he'll be a hero for the nonent, but,
ah, in the mnds of --

Wel |l then you' ve got, then you've got
Magruder facing all ...

Let me tell you sonething...
.the choi ces.

.let me tell you sonmething. Uh, | have been
wanting to tell you this for sone tine
(unintelligible) always dealing with the

i nformer, good causes are destroyed.
Chanbers is a case in point. Chanbers told
the truth, but he was an informer, obviously
it was because he was inforned agai nst Hiss,
that they made it worse for him but it
didn't make any difference if he
(unintelligible). First of all, he was an
(unintelligible) informed and, uh, H ss was
destroyed because he |ied--commtted
perjury. Chanbers was destroyed because he
was an informer, but Chanbers knew he was
going to be destroyed. Now, they ve got to
know - Magruder's got to know that this whole
busi ness of McCord going down this road and
so forth. . Un, | don't know what, | don't
know what the (unintelligible):

McCord is a strange bird.

He's trying to get out. | have never net
him Ever neet hinf
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Nope. But, uh, Dean--
Tell me about him

Let's go another one. So, so you persuade
Magruder that his present approach is (a)
not true; | think you can probably persuade
himof that; and (b) net desirable to fake.
So he then says, in despair, "Hey, what do |
do? Here's McCord out here accusing ne.
McCord has flatly accused ne of perjury.
He's flatly accused Dean of conplicity.”
Dean is going to go, and Magruder knows as a
fact that Dean wasn't involved, so he know s
that Dean is clean, he knows when Dean goes
down, Dean can testify as an honest nan.

But, is Dean going to finger, uh, Magruder?
No, sir.
There's the other point.

Dean will not finger Magruder but Dean can't
either. "Likewi se, he can't defend
Magr uder .

Well--Alright.

Dean won't, Dean won't (unintelligible)
Magruder. But Magruder then says, "Okay, if
Dean goes down to the Grand Jury and cl ears,
clears hinmself, there's no evidence agai nst
hi m except McCord's statenent, which won't
hold up, and it isn't true.”

Ri ght.

"Now, | go down to the Grand Jury, because
obviously they are going to call me back

That's right.

"..and | go to defend nyself against McCord's
statenent which I knowis true. Now I ve
alittle tougher problemthan Dean has.
You're saying to ne don't make up a new lie
to cover up the old one. What would you
recommend that | do do? Stay with the old
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lie and hope I would cone out, or clean nyself
up and go to jail?"

What do...

O what ?

.you advise? What would you advise himto do?
I, 1'd advise himto go down and clean it up.

And say "I |ied?"

Say, "I lied.” | would advise himto seek
immunity and do it.

Do you think...

If he can get immunity?...

Absol utely.

Then what woul d he say?

Say, "I thought | was helping. Uh, it's
obvious that, uh, there is no profit in this
route, uh, uh. | didit on ny own notive.
Nobody asked ne to do it. | just did it

because | thought it was the best thing to do
from everybody's standpoint and I was wong to
doit.” That's basically it.

Magruder's viewpoint that to be ruined that
way, which isn't really being ruined, is
infinitely preferable to going to jail. Going
tojail for Jeb will be a very, very, very
difficult...

vell, if it's a --

Wel | Magruder doesn't seemto be
(unintelligible)

Magruder is a very unusual person
(Laughs) Yep.
(Unintelligible)

The question is whether the U S Attorney wll
grant inmunity under the circunstances.

Well, he would if he thought he was going to
get Mtchell.
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The interesting thing is, would be, would be
to watch Mtchell's face at the time |, |
recommend to Magruder that he go down and
ask for imunity and confess.

(Pause)

G on with this, uh, go on with this
Comm ssi on.

Step on that it seenms to ne is to sell Bil
Rogers on the idea, if it's a good idea.

The, the other, first thingis totalk with
Bill Rogers and see whether he cones up with
a decent conmttee.

Well 1'd say first we've got to be convinced
that it's a good idea. |If the President's
satisfied that it is a good idea, then we'll
get Bill Rogers to (unintelligible).

Well you see, to nake it is--the problem
that we ve got here as, we've gotta, we've
gotta, uh, everybody (unintelligible) felt
that the tinme and energy put into this thing
(unintelligible) the anbunt of tinme that |
shoul d spend with Bill and Mtchell and so
forth (unintelligible) necessary Rogers uh,
how do we open that. Do you want to open it
(unintelligible)

.glory in this for Bill (unintelligible).
This is his idea (unintelligible) clean

You see you're, you're saying Bill would
publicly be the father of this.

Bill would be the father of this.
to Ervin and say, "I’
about ...

He'd be the broker
.this whol e busi ness, uh, uh."

He' d go
mterribly concerned

He came to the President and said this is
what you nust do.

Go to Warren?
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He'd go to Ervin and say | see this, this
i npasse devel opi ng between the G and Jury
and (unintelligible).

M ght go to Judge Sirica?
| don't think he would.
., 1'"ve heard of that.
But why not ask hinf
Sure.

Sirica s snart.

That's fine. Either that or go to Burger or
go to, uh, sonebody in the, in the Judicial
Branch and, uh, have them designhate two, uh
seni or Judges from around the country who
are retired, uh, trial judge types. And
just designate themat random It takes it
out of your hands. Ah, they represent the
judicial and., uh--

Yeah, and not have Warren?

And, and not have Warren. No, no.
Warren is so old, you see.

He scares ne to death.

Then you'd have to ask the uh...
The Var ...

.the speak...

.the Warren thing.

.the speaker and the Majority Leader.
No.

No, they've already done that.

The Congress--

They' ve already done that. | think you are
of f the hook on that.
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You nean invite Ervin and Baker?

You invite Ervin and Baker and if they
decline, then that's the whole story of the
Congr ess.

Then just have the two con--, uh, the two
seni or Judges.

The two senior judges and, uh--

Whay not just have a panel of senior judges
rather than try to get--you tal k about the
former Attorneys General and so forth,

you' ve got them (unintelligible) their
probl em

| woul d take your, take senior judges.

You see, if, uh, we asked, uh, the Chief
Justice if he woul d designate a panel of
three, a panel of three senior judges, or
four, --dark.

Maybe Clark, Cark as the chairman
Cl ark as chair man.
Yeah.

Clark is a Denocrat and a forner Attorney

CGCeneral. He d be the Chairman.
(Unintelligible),
Ri ght

And t hen you, uh--

A panel of three | think would make a | ot of
sense. Now they have to have a staff. How
do we finance that? The Justice Departnent?
t he Justice Departnent (Unintelligible).

Clark's (unintelligible) |awer all over.
He's got an office over here in the Federal
Bui | di ng, and, uh--

They woul d, they would hire, uh whatever,
their own counsel (unintelligible).

VWhat that does is to tend to one up...
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Er vi n.

.Ervin and the Grand Jury with yet a third
i nvestigatory group.

Yeah.

It seens to nme, that, if it is just senior

j udges, you miss the genius of the thing and
that its got to be executive, |egislative,
and j udici al .

Speaki ng of (unintelligible).
Wiy executive? Executive is what's on top.

Wel |, executive in a sense that, uh, uh, you
have citizen nenbers. You know, the public
is represented. It s the governnent, the
whol e, the whol e question of integrity
(unintelligible).

| think that if you get Congress, if you,
better if you get just judges. | think a
panel of judges isn't all that bad either. A
good standing (unintelligible) panel of

t hr ee judges.

| don't think it sells, though.
Yeah.

That's the trouble.

Yeah.

| nmean, it, it, then you, all you look |ike
you're you |l ook like you' re dragging a red
herring across the trail. Uh, you have to
have sone kind of a ration, uh,
uh, (unintelligible) Bill.

Bill, mght now, now does undoubtedly-- sone
ideas on it, too.

Maybe we, uh--
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Prom nent Anmeri cans.

But then it has a reason for being and has a
reason for pre-enpting.

What about making C ark chairman?

The former, both executive and |egisla-- and
judicial type, and then have two senior
judges plus Ervin and Baker. There's the

t hi ng.

Vell, anyway let's, let's tal k about

this, uh,

| think in principle, though, getting a line
around this whole subject is terribly
inmportant at this point rather than just

bl eeding this every day for hours at a tine.

(unintelligible).

Sendi ng John Dean to the Grand Jury--

Oh, | understand that, | understand that. My
point is, John, | don't think we could get
it. People say, you gotta got it out
tonight for exanple. It isn't going to be
done tonight or tonorrow night. W just, we
just, we can't get it done that fast.

| don't think you want to anyway. | think

you want to end the war and freeze...
Uh,
.food prices first,

(unintelligible).

and then do this.
| wish it were Friday.

Friday is the time to do it.

That means we've gotta get going today.

Al right, whose talks to, uh, who talks to,
uh, should, uh, should John Ehrlichman and
you talk to Bill Rogers, or is that a waste
of tinme?
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HAL DEMAN: As of now John should not, because Bill is
very concerned about not tal king to people
about it. | already have, and | think
shoul d.

PRESI DENT: Right. Fine. Al right, you get John--

HAL DEMVAN: he may- -

PRESI DENT: You get, you get Bill to cone over. Say you
want to talk to himfirst and that | want to
talk to him Fair enough? But you will say
he cones over to see ne. The second point
is that, uh, call Mtchell. Maybe you
better nake these calls nowso | wll know
what the hell nmy schedule is this afternoon.

EHRLI CHVAN: " mgoing to be seeing Kleindienst on this,
uh...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: ..on ot her subjects.

PRESI DENT: Al right.

HAL DEMVAN: This is Haldeman. WIIl you get ne John
Mtchel | ?

PRESI DENT: What do we want Kl eindi enst to do?

EHRLI CHVAN: Do you want nme to raise this thought with
himin a hypothetical way?

PRESI DENT: Kl ei ndienst's judgnent isn't worth a darn.
Al right. RESTRI CTED-“D’ Un, the only
thing I would say on Kleindienst at the
moment is, uh, uh, tell him because we,
because we're going to have to break with
Gray who's killing us (unintelligible).

EHRLI CHVAN: That's one thing, | think whether or not--

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) know what Gray's going to
do. Can you really, can we really handle it
t hat way?

EHRLI CHVAN: And how we run the Bureau and, uh--

PRESI DENT: Yeah, who runs it (unintelligible) the other

thing is, uh, I don't know what Kl ei ndi enst
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knows or believes about this damm case.
Ri ght .

| once said to John or to Kleindienst, I
said, "You know the man they're really after
here is, uh, is John Mtchell." He said,
“0Oh, no, they are not after John Mtchell."
| said, "Did you ever talk to him about it?"
He said he has never discussed the dam
thing wwth Mtchell.

Well, God damm it, he tal ked to Wi cker. Now
Wei cker's out today wi th anot her statenent
of , of, uh--

What did he say today?

He has absolute proof that it goes to the
Wi te House staff and, uh, he's not going to
name nanes until he gets his evidence in
hand but sonmething will turn up any day.

( Noi se)

Vel |, what —Kl ei ndi enst--uh, well, raise that
w th hi m again.

Vell, Weicker (unintelligible)
(Unintelligible) Weicker (unintelligible).
Yeah.

He ought to say--

He ought to say (unintelligible)--ask for
this information

(Unintelligible) the Senator told me
he didn't have any. Now he is back out in
the press again. | don't understand that.

Vell, who i s, who does Weicker? Who does he
t hink he's been tal king about?

| haven't any idea. Uh, | don't know. I
don't know who it can be.
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Maybe it's this, uh, nmaybe, uh, Magruder
tal ked to Weicker. You think so, you think.
Huh?

| don't think so.
| don't know how he's getting it.

| don't think Magruder's tal king to anybody
yet. | don't think so.

Then where's Weicker getting
(unintelligible).

McCord's tal ked to everybody he can,
i ncluding Mary McGory, uh, uh.

McCord, McCord at the present
time only fingers. H's present finger is
poi nted only at two people, Dean and
Magr uder ..Correct ?

So far.
So far.

And of all people, McCord would be in a
position, | would think, to involve
Mtchell. He spent all that time with
Mtchell and Mart ha.

But the question is, the question is whether
McCord has got anything on the Wite House
staff.

Hel I, no. Hel I, no.

That is--Have you tal ked to MCord?
(Unintelligible) I, I do think that

Kl ei ndi enst has got to take up the
(unintelligible) on this...

Ri ght .

.busi ness of, uh, Wicker right away. Again,
he's out again today, uh, uh, uh.

Did Wi cker have much to do with Gay?
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Yes. He's a friend of G ay.
Huh.
M ght have cone fromGay. | don't know.

Wei cker has very nmuch to do with G ay.

Wei cker is Gray's sponsor. \Wicker was
agai nst the Wi te House before they sunk
Gray and Weicker has issued a very vicious
statenent about us that this doesn't reach
to the President, but it sure gets to those
sons-of -bitches around him and | think he
al nost uses the words sons-of-bitches. It's
a, it's as close to it as he could get.

Wei cker says that?

Terrible people around him evil nen.

Have you t hought about Col son?

Coul d be. That's what Dean thinks.

Dean thinks Weicker is tal king about Col son?

Yeah, | think he does. He thinks it's
Chuck. (Unintelligible).

Do you think Gay could be talking to
Wei cker ? John, does Gray have a problem
wi th Col son?

Not that | ..
| don't think he has.

John, uh, you'd have no problens in calling
Pat Gray and aski ng hi mwhat the hel
Weicker is up to. Do you mnd? You m nd?

Not at all.

| think you should, uh, we got, uh, we gotta
say, "Look, we can't understand what you're,
what you're doing on this thing. W, uh, if
there i s anybody, the President wants to
know. "
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Why the hell does he tell the newspapers
instead of telling sonebody el se?

And, and ask, ask him as the Director of

the FBI, to ask Weicker what it, what it is.
He's, uh, he's, uh, he's, he, he, as the
Director of the FBI, is supposed to get al
the information he can now. |If there's
anybody. And the President wants the
information. | wanna put it, let's try to

get to Weicker through Gray. Uh, would you,
woul d you mind trying that, and trying that?
| think, 1'd like you to try that very soon...

(Unintel ligible)
.like, I'ike on the phone.
Ri ght away.

You go try that out on Wicker. \What tine
do you go to see Kleindienst?

| don't know. They were setting it...
Ri ght .
.up when | cane over here.

Al right. You're going to set up a neeting
with (unintelligible) right now

Mtchell first. Get himfirst.
Al right.
Fi ne.

Uh, you know John, let nme add that, let ne
go by one other thing here that, uh,
(unintelligible). I was pointing out that,
uh, (unintelligible) and so forth
(unintelligible). O course, of course
you' ve got to change Gray. You know that.
Kl ei ndienst, | don't want you, | don't, I
think you got to ride with that a while. |
don't think you can just kick the Attorney
Ceneral out like that, you know. He was
going to go anyway at a certain tine, so he
can go. Beyond that, | think, |I think the
point is to say that
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menbers of the Wiite House staff who are
called in and so forth, they wouldn't have
to, Dean would have to take a | eave of
absence, uh, suspended | eave of absence.
(Unintelligible) You woul d have to, or Bob
woul d have to in the event you were naned.

| think they'd have to nmention cutting off
at the pass sone place here and | et ne, uh,
uh, let me put it this way and the spectacle
of just taking the whole God dammed Wite
House staff on. If this goes too far
(unintelligible). There's sone place where
you' ve got to set them off.

Well, once you establish it, that you are
followng that route, if they were smart,
they woul d just start nam ng everybody just
so you' d, you'd...

(Unintelligible) except that.
What, what |I'mgetting at here and, maybe

that isn't the way to do it, | don't know,
is to insulate you, nunber one...
Ri ght .

.fromthese people to nake you appear to be
ahead of the power curve nounted and also to
have sone synbolic act of absolution after
the thing is over, by being able to take,

t aki ng them back on. And say, "All right,
we' ve been through the whole thing. They
fired the worst they had, but didn't make

the case. |I'mtaking this guy back and re-
instating himwth full status. " Uh, so
that was the, that was the reason that |
just, I, | can see the, the practical

probl ens you woul d be faced (unintelligible)
you' ve got an awful |ot of guys around here
who are- -

(unintel ligible)

That isn't the problem The problemis not
the fact that we can't run the shop. W can
run the shop, as well, we can run it. But
on the other hand, uh, you
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say, |ike, uh (tel ephone rings) let's use,
let's--let's use--

(Hal deman pi cks up tel ephone)
Hal deman,
Yeah.

Hal deman could (unintelligible) beat these
charges. Say Hal deman wanted to | eave
(unintelligible).

Hi, John. Fine, yeah. Were are you--New
York. Any chance of your com ng down? That's
okay. Can't do it today? Unh, could you cone
down first thing in the norning?

(Unintelligible)

Toni ght? You rather conme? Yeah, yeah. kay.
Yeah, uh, to see nme and al so the other fell ow
Good. | think we should check back out a
coupl e things again. You nean that Comm ssion
thing? Yeah. Wat's your feeling on that?

(Unintel ligible)

She goes a little far on this thing about
(unintelligible) and all that sort. And not
necessary. Just set up the Comm ssion and | et
themreport on their findings with the idea
that crimnal, uh, prosecution will evolve.
It's a, it's a blue ribbon, four star grand
jury. That's really what it is. Unh, one other
thing that, uh, delays your com ng down, is,
is, uh. Did he tell you that Jeb wants to
nmeet with you and nme? Ch, he is? Ckay.

That's, that's the, | thought, well--the |ast

| heard was he wanted to get together with the
two of us and now it is the next thing we're
going to take a stab at down here. Uh, if he
is there, you will have covered that ground
with him Ervin? Full Conmittee. No, no.
That's, uh, a (unintelligible) Nothing. Yes.
Well, (unintelligible) do it. -There has been
specific follow up on specific itens, but, he,
he does. If you can and say, "Cal
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sonebody and say this," he calls sonebody
and says it exactly that and calls back
says, "Well, | didn't get any answer.”
that's the end of that. There is no
initiative and there's no stuff beyond the
(unintelligible). But Dean says we aren't
getting that either. 1'Il, I--do you think
| should talk to Kleindienst? You do? Ckay,

And

okay. On a) of the Conmttee and b) the
Grand Jury. Uh, what wll you do, have the
office call what tine you' re gonna be here?
Ckay. Right. Thanks. Yes, sir. Sure,
sure. Okay.

(Hangs up tel ephone)

Magruder is with himright now
(Unintelligible).

(Unintelligible).

Don't wait. Wiat | neant is, I1'd like to

get a report on his conversation with

Magruder. Would you call himback on that?
Sur e.

(Unintelligible).

It's worth a try.

Okay, but, uh, keep trying. It is now one
o clock, so probably--

Secretary of State, please, (unintelligible)
yes, please.

WIl he do it?

Yeah.

What did he say?
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He said the only thing he knew was that, uh,
Kl ei ndi enst had reported to himbriefly that
he had had a very amicable neeting with

Wei cker ...

Aah.

..and that, but he didn't know any of the
details of the neeting and | suggested to him
that he talk to Kleindienst first to find out
what Wi cker had said to Kleindienst before
he, Gray, contacted him

I don't know. Did he.
Then | suggested to him (unintelligible).

(Unintelligible) this afternoon to neet the
President? What's your tinme? W ought to get
together for a few m nutes ahead -- let ne

gi ve you sone background on what we have done,
uh. What's, what's the earliest convenient
time for you. Uh, two o'clock? Is that all
right? 1Is it? OCkay. Wen, when nake it that
you have an appointnment with the President.

(Whi spering) |'ve got Boggs at three.
Oh, wait a second.

Bob, I've got Ms. Boggs at 3, so make it 2:30
so that | see himat 2:30.

How about 2:30? Good. Wth ne, and, and,
because the President is tied up for a few

m nutes at three and we could go over at 3:15.
I think you ought to say with the President.
Yeah, and then just, just, just stop by ny
office on the way. | think your record ought
to be a neeting with the President. Ckay.

Al right.

(Hangs up tel ephone)

So Gray's going, Gay's gonna do this. He's
going to check with Weicker and then I left it
with himthat he would either report through
me if it were appropriate, or if not, to you
direct, so that, uh, you'll hear one way or

t he ot her.
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He's going to call Wicker?

He's going to see Wi cker, see
(unintelligible).

That's good.
Yep.
Today (unintelligible).

Wei cker. | don't know Wi cker
(unintelligible) but, uh, but nostly he
(unintelligible) here--

(Unintel ligible) (Laughs)
What the hell makes Wei cker kick?
Nobody's been able to figure that out.

He sure nust be mad at one of us. | don't
know who or why.

(Unintelligible) report. You know what |
mean.

(Reel Three Begi ns)
| don't know of any specific...
(Unintel ligible)

..down here at all, uh--1'"ve heard that he's
just establishing his independence at this
poi nt agai nst the upcom ng Conmittee

heari ngs.

(Reel Two Ends)
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Undoubtedly he's neeting with Jeb Magruder.
Oh, really?
(Unintel ligible)

That isn't why he's been at Weicker's
of fice, too. He says he could conme down
| ater.

He says at the narket house?

| think he said narket house. | don't know
| think--

| know what he neans.

| really think I should not try to do that
speech Thursday night. (Unintelligible)
nore inportant things.

No, sir.

That's the nost inportant thing is to keep
t he nonentum of the presidency going..

That's right.
.l know, I know, | know, | know, | just
meant though--1'"mjust thinking--there's uh,

having this |l ong seance with Mtchel
tonmorrow and it's going to be very
difficult. Well unconfortable, not
difficult. At least let's not have ne
schedul ed on Thursday. (Laughs) Keep one
day open. It takes a little preparation.
Al t hough |'ve been doi ng reasonably well.
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( MATERI AL UNRELATED TO PRESI DENTI AL ACTI ONS
DELETED)

Anybody el se that you can think of, to mnul
over this plan? Rogers is comng in at
three. Well, well--

| wll see Kleindienst. That's...
You'll see Kleiridienst?

.settl ed.

When?

This afternoon at three o' cl ock.
Three o' cl ock, and then I think--
Shoul d I al so see Kl eindiesnt?
Huh?

Yeah. Should I--or should John be the only
one?

John you do it. That's what Mtchell,
M tchell was asking.

Mtchell is very distressed that Kleindienst
isn't stepping up to his job as the contact
with the Commttee, getting Baker programred
and all that, A and B, that he isn't
getting, you see Dean got turned off by the
Grand Jury. Dean is not getting the
information from Sil bert on those things
said at the Grand Jury. And Mtchell finds
t hat absolutely inconpetence and says it is
Kl ei ndienst's responsibility
(unintelligible) He's supposed to be sending
us (unintelligible).
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John, put it on the basis that you' re not
asking, so it doesn't look |ike the Wite
House is asking; that John Mtchell says-
you' ve got to have this information for the
Grand Jury (unintelligible). Put it right
on that basis, now, so that he--everybody
can't then say the Wiite House raised hel
about this, because we are not raising hell.
He shoul dn't Kl ei ndi enst shoul dn't--where
are you going to see him there or here?

In my office.

Explain with himabout how nuch you want to
tell himabout everything.

Uh, I, I--

| think you've flatly got to say, "Look,

| ook--" 1 think you flatly got to say,

"Look, Dick, let me tell you--Dean was not

i nvol ved--had no prior know edge- - Hal deman
had no prior know edge; you, Ehrlichman, had
none; and Col son had none. Now, unless--and
they're--all told that the president and if
you have any information to the contrary you
want to know. You've got to know it, but
you' ve got to say too, that there is serious
guestion here being rai sed about Mtchell.

Ri ght ? Now that's about all..

Ya see, Magruder is playing--the gane, the
gane is interesting here. MCord is
throwi ng off on Magruder and Dean. Wy he
pi cked Dean, | don't know.

Why did he pick Dean? Except that Dean was
in the news | guess.
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PRESI DENT:
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PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

Now wait a mnute. Al right, now what is
Magr uder's doi ng? Magruder. What ' s
shocking to ne is that he's playing off
agai nst the one area that | wouldn't think
he woul d play off--against Hal deman.

Yeah. Yeah. Because he had thought about--

He didn't pick Strachan. Nobody gives a
shit about Strachan, but they care a hell of
a | ot about Hal deman.

You' d t hi nk he d--

And t hen Magruder, Magruder was made by
Hal deman.

Yeah.

And he knows and he al so knows it's not
true.

Uh, I--1--
| can't figure it out.

Vell, | wouldn't be surprised if, uh, MCord
had been | ed by Conmittee Counsel. Al the
stuff about--

Dash?

Uh, yeah. All the stuff about Dean cones in
the LA Times story. Yeah, it doesn't cone
in the M Cord letter.

Yeah.

And Dean is the logical target of the, of
the Conmittee.

69
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PRESI DENT:
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How do you anal yze Magruder, uh, tossing it
off to you rather than to Mtchell? | nean
did that surprise you?

Well, he hits Mtchell too. | think he's
trying to wap ne because he wants to get
you in. | think, uh, ny viewis that what
Magr uder was doi ng here was firing a threat
rather than an intent to say it--1 don't
think he intends to use that so nuch as he
intended--he's trying to get. people shook

up.
He isn't asking to see ne is he?

Oh, no. He's trying, he's trying to get the
line around you for his own protection.

(Uni ntel 1i gi bl e)

In other words, if all Magruder is going to
do is take the dive hinself, then we aren't
going to care about it, if he nmakes, if he
makes us worry that he's going to get...

John...
.Mtchell, you and ne.

..do you see any way though, any way, that
Magruder can stick to his story? No.

Yes, because he's an, he's an ingenious ..
Stick to the story? Yeah.
..He is an ingenious wtness, uh, uh--I

think. I'mtold. |If heis really as good
as he is, uh, as they say he is as a
W tness, its possible he coul d get away

withit. Unh, it's, it's arguable.
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So, that its his word agai nst MCord.

And, and he is flowing with the stream you
see, he's, he's saying the things they want
himto say.

No. No. No. NO No. No. No. No.
don't nmean if he says, if I, | mean--

Ch, if he sticks to his old story—+ see,
see.

No.

| thought you neant the story he's | aying
out here.

Oh, no. No. This story. No. No. No.
No. No. No. No. They'd take that in a
m nut e.

| tell yal am | mto the point now where |
don't think, this thing is going to hold
toget her, and nmy hunch is that anybody who
tries to stick with a story that is not
susceptible to corroboration is in, going to
be in serious difficulty.

So, what do you feel then?

Well, that is why | said | thought he ought
to nove to a, a real and i mmune confession
of perjury if he can do it. There's too
many crosscurrents in this thing now.

Yeah. This is ny view that

(unintelligible), I"'msure he checked it

out. |If Magruder is going to say that--then
what the hell is in it for hinf

| muni ty.
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Well, if he gets inmunity—&ood...
Yeah.

...Good God! Can't--Do we have--can't the
US (unintelligible).

We' ve not enough infl uence.
VWho grants imunity? The judges?

Sirica grants inmunity in the Gand Jury
pr oceedi ngs.

Yeah.

Uh Ervin grants it in Congressional
proceedi ngs and the Attorney General can grant
it in anything.

Could the Attorney Ceneral grant it in the
Congr essi onal ?

No. No, but what he does there is informally
work out with the Congress...

Yeah
.the tendency of Justice Departnent action.
| see.

( MATERI AL UNRELATED TO PRESI DENTI AL ACTI ONS
DELETED)

(Unintelligible) anything new at this point.
You' ve got (unintelligible). You informne if
you got sonething on Gay, uh, Weicker--

Yeah...

Informme as soon as you got sonething on
Kl ei ndi enst, alright?

Al right.

I have a real woodshed (unintelligible)
Mtchell God damed di sappoi nted. you know,
he'll just junmp up and down and shout
(unintelligible). Let's level, |I'mgonna
level with him This is, this is a bad rap
here. W're not going to allowit. Qur real
problemis Mtchell. Now what about this?
VWhat are you going to do about it? Wat are
you going to get out of it? He knows God dam
wel |,
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Mtchell is right. O course, we ought to
know, Can't the Attorney General call in,
uh, Silbert, or is that too dangerous for
hi n?

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, he doesn't have to do that--ah, Henry
Petersen follows that thing on a daily
basi s.

PRESI DENT: Henry. Petersen?

EHRLI CHVAN: Henry can let Dick know, and that's al
there is to it.

PRESI DENT: Alright. You just tell Dick. Alright. You
see the problemis, there, that Dick thinks
| am- if he says he has furnished the G and
Jury things to the Wiite House that there's
a problem

EHRLI CHVAN: It's a tender, it's a tender point. | think
what he has to do--(Unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: No, you could say this. What does he need
now t hat--our interest here--you could say
is whether any White House people are
i nvol ved...

EHRLI CHVAN: That's right.

PRESI DENT: .and we will nove on them

EHRLI CHVAN: That's right. And the President wants to
know -

PRESI DENT: That he, that that's what he, that, that's
the purpose. We're not interested in
protecting anybody. W want to know what
the hell they're saying.

EHRLI CHVAN: Absol utely. That's the only basis on which
to negoti ate.

PRESI DENT: We get that today?

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: Get it every day so that we can nove one

step ahead here. W want to nove. W're
not going to wait til a Grand Jury drags
them up there.
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HAL DEMAN:
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

K. I'l'l let you know as soon as that's done.

I wonder if we aren't, if we're in a position
to, totalk with Rogers and, so forth and all
t he evi dence.

Judge Sirica. Wat the, that's, in effect,
what you would do if you sent everybody down
to the Grand Jury

| see,
I think the judge does not have—

You don't think sending themto the Grand Jury
is a viable option?

This i dea doesn't...

I mean, I'mjust thinking. I, | know setting
up these conmm ssions are so difficult so--
Vell, we'll see, see what Weicker says.

Well, think about it in these terms. |If you
canme out Friday and said, "OK | wanta, |'lI
get this thing cleared up, so I'"mgoing to
send every man jack in this Wite House staff
down to the Grand Jury—

To hang (unintelligible) terrible, terrible.
Sure. Sure, (unintelligible).

..Anybody who knows anyt hi ng about this,

either directly or indirectly. And, uh, I'm
calling on the judge -- |I've talked to the
judge and he assured ne it will be done very

expedi tiously and, uh--

VWhat | was thinking, you see, as, as, as an
alternative. The judge is now comng out as a
white knight here. The judge is a, is, is and
incidentally, he, we can say in a sense that
the judge has given a sentence of 55 years to
sonebody who, who had no forner, former

of fense and so forth and so on...

Ri di cul uous. (Unintelligible)

.but the reason the judge is going into this
much deeper, is because he thinks there is a
cover.

Certainly.
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Uh- -

Sur e.

I don't think you can hold that against the
judge. You know, I, I, | do in a way, but you
know

He's the proprietor of a court roomand he...
Ri ght .

.tries to...

Ri ght.

.to, to conduct a good trial to get
(unintelligible). That s what it is.

Yeah. The point is, is while |I've--another
(unintelligible) what we're doing here tonight
is the problem-1"mgoing to try to set up
anot her procedure, call the judge in and say,
"Judge, we'll, we'll, we'll, we'll, we'll
we'll, we'll will carry out this investigation
by sending themall down here and, uh, you can
guestion them | want everybody here and
want, | want you to get to the bottomof this
thing. You will have ny total backing.” Now
that is another way to do that.

That's OK.  As long as you then get out in
front.

No. | didn't say--
You say to the country...
No.
“l " ve now had this conversation...
Yeah.
".Wth the judge--"
Yeah.
The thing that | got, that...
Well, that's what | nean.

.that's what | would say. The thing that I
get over, over and over again fromjust
ordinary folks...
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Al right.

..on this subject is, "Wiy doesn't the
President," so and so and so and so.

Say sonet hing what's he done on it?

Yeah. So synbolically you ve got to do
sonet hi ng.

That's right. Do sonmething so that |I'm out
front on this every--

That's right.

They don't think the President is involved
but they don't think he d doing any--doi ng
anything to clean it up.

That's it. That's it.

No matter how often we say we wl|
cooperate--the FBI (unintelligible).

That's right.
They're not going to believe that at all.

It s not getting through. Ziegler is not
sufficiently credible on this.

That's right.
In a sense, because--

What about the judge business? Let's | ook at
it that way, rather than at the conmm ssion

Well, then, then what you've got is you' ve

said, "I'll send John Dean; 1'll send

Hal deman; 1'1l send everybody to the G and
Jury. No immunity. Just send them down
there to testify. Let it all, let it al
cone out."

(Unintelligible) Gand Jury?

It's up to himto grap them where,
peopl e(unintel ligible).

You're, not -- No.
That's right.
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PRESI DENT: No. | nean, |'mnot going to--

HAL DEMVAN: You grant executive privilege; you say, | am
wai vi ng, executive privilege?

EHRLI CHVAN: | think you do.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: | think you do.

PRESI DENT: Now Col son di sagrees with that one.

HAL DEMAN: He says you're nuts

PRESI DENT: No. | can say, consistent with him | can
say definitely, uh, uh -- when you say
executive privil ege.

HAL DEMAN: You instructed us to be as forthcom ng as we
can.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. Al the facts that have to do with
any of this thing, this thing here, there is
no- -

HAL DEVAN: | consider ...

PRESI DENT: No. No.

HAL DEMVAN: .wai vi ng executive privilege.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. No. No privilege will be clainmed
unless it is, uh absolutely necessary or
sonething like that, or we'll work, we can
wor k out sonet hi ng.

EHRLI CHVAN: "Cause that will be the foll ow ng question,
the mnute, the mnute that you say
(unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: On all, for ne to say that on all matters-
that all the matters that relate to this
particular matter, "Yes--

HAL DEMVAN: That is what | would say, "Executive
Privilege is waived."

PRESI DENT: | think you' ve got to say that, Bob
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HALDEMAN

You could say this. You could say | have
never had a comruni cation with anybody on ny
staff...

Yeah.

..about this burglary...
Ther ef or e- -

..or about Segretti, prior to--

Prior to--Segretti is not in this court so
that's no problem

Well, | think, then | think then--
| have never had any--1've had--

Since | had no conmmuni cation with anybody on
the White House staff about this burglary or
about the circumnstances...

Yeah.
.leading up to it...
That's right.

there is, there is no occasion for executive
privilege in this matter.

Wth regard to this, | want you to get to
the bottomof it. Period. So there will be
no executive privilege on that. On other
matters--

And that takes you up to the June 17'"--What
do you do after June | 7t h?
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Use the executive privilege.

(Unintelligible/ REMOVED) use questions |ike,
uh, "Did you ever discuss with the
President, M. Haldeman, uh, a matter of
executive clenmency for any of these uh...

Wl | - -
..uh, defendants?" (Unintelligible).
Bot h of them say no.

For, or the paynent of noney. O, or, the
paynment of, a,--

Hal deman and Col son woul d both say no,
there's no question.

VWll, since you want to waive privilege so
that we can say no, rather than invoking it,
uh—

You think you can say that? | think you' ve
got to say it because basically, uh
basically their situation...

Wel |, Col son woul d be very disturbed by,
that and he nust have a reason why he woul d.

Well, why don't we get, why don't you get
his argunents so that | can hear it clearly

and I will know. \Wat is it, Bob, | nea--
and as you recall at the nonent, and then
will let you go. Col son says don't give

anyt hi ng away that you don't have to, cause
you don't know what the hell is going to
happen (unintelligible).
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H's, his thing is don't do any bl anket

wai ver of privilege, because, because if you
get, hit the point where |I think you may
want it

Well, don't use ny bl anket waiver. Wy don't
we just say, uh, uh-- That there's—=wth
regard to this"(unintelligible)?

And then get a John Dean problem \Wat
about all your |lawer/clent privilege?

Lawyer/client wwth me? O wth other
menbers of the staff?

O her nenbers of the staff.

That's a problem | said that's a matter
that has to be decided on (unintelligible).
That | ooks like it was covered up.

Ya see, the lawer/client with other nenbers
of the staff only pertains to his role as
your |awyer and us, our role as your agents.

Well, be can prepare, we can work somne--|

t hink we can work sonething out. John,
consider for a nonment though, the uh, play
that does not to, to, uh, uh, basically, uh
big big thing. Er incidentally, | got to
get this thing--or | would just say, "The
pl ace that this should be--"

You see the argunent that should be nade.
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| know the judge is tough and all that sort
of thing. The argunment could be made.
There's an honest judge. He will get the
facts. The argunent could al so be nade.
The prop-- when crimnal charges are

i nvol ved, the proper place for those to be
considered is not in a, not in a kangaroo
court in this Congress that drags on an on
and on, on television, but in, in a,

before a Gand Jury. And indictnents,

i ndi ctmrents would be heard before a crim nal
court and under the circunstances

(unintel ligible)

Ervin's answer to that will be. “The
President is trying to fight this battle on
his battleground. It's obvious that he wants
his FBI, his Justice Departnent, his

pr osecut or —=

But not his judge. You see the one, the one
strong point that Rogers had raised, not in

this connection, but Bob, the, the judge is

out of this, is the, is the big white knight
now.

Ckay.

He's as clean as a hound's tooth.

XK

He's as cl ean as anybody you can find.

(unintelligible) you ask the judge or direct
the judge or request the judge--You can't
di rect a judge.

No.

Request the judge and highly reconmend to
t he judge that he appoint a speci al
pr osecut or.

That's right. (Noise) (Pause)
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The President's Justice Departnent...
Let nme say...

.or the President's FBI, the President's
speci al prosecutor...

.the sane thing is going to happen before a
Comm ssion in the long run. Let's face it.

(Unintelligible) It's the President,

They' Il have special prosecutors, who'l

want to make a nanme for hinself. Everybody
wants to nmake a nanme for hinself
(unintelligible). They'Il drag it on and on
and on. The idea that a Conm ssion m ght go
through the '74 Election and so forth. M
viewis | can't. | just think this, that
you, John (unintelligible). | think the God
dam thing is going to cone out anyway and |
think you better cut the | osses now and j ust
be a little, just better get it over much,
frankly, sharper. Perhaps just say,
"Alright, judge, let's go."

Well, come out or not cone out, you're not
quite committed to this route. You are not
necessarily forcing it all to cone out.
Magruder can stay with his own position if
he wants to.

(Unintelligible).

W're not telling anybody what to say, or--
(unintelligible),

VWhat they don't--what | nean is, what |
meant is, John, if you called the judge in

and say, "Look judge, youre it, | recomrend
that, I strongly commend the speci al
prosecutor. If you, you will have

confidence in the present prosecutor, but
you can take anybody you want." Now |'ve
added that I will serve up our people.

| think that is sonething to talk to
Kl ei ndi enst about. 1'Il, I'lIl talk to him
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PRESI DENT: You talk to himand | think you should tal k
to Rogers about this.

EHRLI CHVAN: Speci al prosecutors, as Rogers points out,
is a slamat the Justice Departnent, which
is already in trouble.

PRESI DENT: | think it needs to be slanmmed. The judge,
in other words, the idea of killing--

HAL DEMVAN: It's the popul ar route--

PRESI DENT: The idea, the President gets the judge and
says, "Now, you're an honest judge. You're
doi ng your job, with a special prosecutor.
We've got nothing to hide here. Alright,
let's go.

EHRLI CHVAN: | don't think the judge appoints him |
think the Attorney General appoints him as
a matter of fact.

PRESI DENT: Well, I will. W can say, "If you want a
speci al prosecutor, the Attorney Ceneral
wi |l appoint one. Kleindienst insists he's
a good friend of Sirica s or whatever.

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: So, uh--

EHRLI CHVAN: He could work that out.

PRESI DENT: He'll--then he will appoint a special
prosecutor if you request what you want.

HAL DEMAN: Vell, it-- will it be acceptable to you even

t hough he told you he wanted one? So that
you get it out of the--
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PRESI DENT: | aminclined to think that, | like, I, |
feel, | feel that that kind of a nove first
it could be made stealing. You, you
could do that |ike tonorrow.

EHRLI CHVAN: Uh- huh

PRESI DENT: You coul d.

EHRLI CHVAN: Uh- huh, (Pause) But would you want to go on
tel evi si on tonorrow?

PRESI DENT: No. But the way | would do the television.
| am not planning to do this before--at nine
o' clock, on prinme tinme.

EHRLI CHVAN: No.

PRESI DENT: | would do this in the (Clears Throat). No
make up at all. In other words, that's
enough, right there. Wat the hel
(unintelligible) I could say | have done
this. I find its--1 want this to get to the
bottomof this or that and it'll ricochet
around for a few days. K, gentlenen--

EHRLI CHVAN: Al right ...

PRESI DENT: |"msure all of you are certainly

(unintelligible).
(Reel Three Ends)



